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Aim of the lesson

· To practice the third conditional in Legal English (or elsewhere: any other area of ESP or general English) in writing in a playful way.
· Vocabulary revision and recycling (collocations of adjectives and nouns describing people, in our case legal terms, e.g., disbarred barrister, or other relevant terms, e.g., failed candidate).
· To promote student motivation, creativity, autonomy and well-being.

What is needed

· Cards with pictures or photos of people and two-word descriptions of those people relevant to the topic your class is dealing with. Our context is Legal English, namely people involved in law and law-related adjectives (e.g., impeached judge, disbarred barrister). 
· To pre-teach the rules for the third conditional.

Procedure

Step 1 – Groups of students receive one card each with a picture and a two-word description of a specific person (e.g., disinherited heir). On paper or in a shared document, the groups write 3 conditional sentences expressing regrets the person might have about their past. It is forbidden to use the words from the two-word descriptions. 

Students find the third conditional difficult and despite having all the rules, they still make mistakes. An unintrusive way to help them create grammatically correct sentences is for the teacher to monitor their work and highlight the problem areas and identify the type of problem (e.g. word order) and let them correct themselves. See Figure 3 with the example of students’ work in a shared document.

Figure 1. Picture cards (In class we use cartoons, but for copyright reasons we had illustrative pictures drawn specially to accompany this article. You can use photos of people relevant to your own teaching context.)
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DISINHERITED HEIR
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IMPEACHED JUDGE
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EX-CONVICT
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FAILED CANDIDATE
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DISBARRED BARRISTER



The following instructions were given to the students on a PowerPoint slide:

	The person on your card is reminiscing about his past with regret. 
What mistakes did he make? What could have been different only if...?
· Work in groups of 3.
· Based on the person’s picture and description write things s/he may be sorry about in the Third Conditional. 
· You are not allowed to use the words on your card, but other students are going to try to guess who your person is so help them a bit, if possible. 
· Write at least 3 sentences.




Step 2 – The groups then share their sentences and the rest of the class, while looking at all 5 of the pictures (without the two-word descriptions), tries to guess who the person is. Ideally, they produce the exact collocation according to the cards. Though the phrases may sound technical and complicated, the students should be able to do so having come across them in previous classes, maybe in different combinations.

Option A – The groups in the audience make notes of their guesses (number of the picture and the two-word description), the group that gets most of the answers right is the winner.

Option B – Students shout out their guesses. If necessary, the authors of the sentences and/or the teacher help to elicit the “right” wording from the class. Sometimes this activity produces extensive lists of synonyms and related vocab.

Figure 2. Slide with pictures without the descriptions 
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Figure 3. Examples of authentic student work in groups and teacher’s assistance in a shared document
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Please check the Pilgrims f2f courses at Pilgrims website.

Please check the Pilgrims online courses at Pilgrims website.
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Group Conditionals
names
TheBees | IfI had been smarter, [would have nof been imprisoned.
If I had not been arrested, | would be in Mexico.
Unless  had jined a gang, | wouldhave not commited crime.
The Three If 1 had put more money into the campaign, | would have won.
I would have been successful i | had persuaded voters better.
If1 had been better speaker, | wouldn't have lost.
Future If1 had been nicer to my father, he would have left me at least something.
lawyers f1 hadn't been drinking, my father would not have been mad at me.
I would have gained a lot of money if my father hadn't been such a prude.
The Stars Unless | had lied under the oath, | would not have had this problem.
f 1 had followed the rules, | would not have been charged with perjury.
If I hadn’t taken bribes, | would not have been faced the investigation.
Thefirst | If1 had spent less ime at the bar, | wouldn't have been Kicked out of the Bar.
Group I hadn't been drinking, | would still have a job.

They would not have fired me if | had stopped drinking.





