Short Book Reviews 
Hanna Kryszewska, Poland

Hanna Kryszewska is a teacher, teacher trainer, trainer of trainers. She is a senior lecturer at the University of Gdańsk, Poland. She is co-author of resource books: Learner Based Teaching, OUP, Towards Teaching, Heinemann,  The Standby Book, CUP,  Language Activities for Teenagers, CUP, The Company Words Keep, DELTA Publishing,  and a course book series for secondary schools: ForMat, Macmillan. She is also co-author of a video based teacher training course: Observing English Lessons. Hania is a Pilgrims trainer and editor of HLT Magazine. E-mail: hania.kryszewska@pilgrims.co.uk             
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Helbling Readers Classics. Helbling Languages (2017). The new titles include:

The Secret Agent. Joseph Conrad. ISBN – 978-3-99045-689-7, pp 96,
Uncle Tom’s Cabin. Harriet Becher Stowe. ISBN – 978-3-99045-688-0, pp 88,
King Arthur. Howard Pyle. ISBN- 978-3-99045-720-7, pp 84, 
Sherlock Holmes and the Stolen Jewels. Arthur C. Doyle. ISBN – 978-3-99045-687-3, pp 96, The Wonderful Wizard of Oz. L. Frank Baum. ISBN- 978-3-99045-716-0, pp 100.
The Hound of the Baskervilles. Arthur Conan Doyle.  ISBN- 978-3-99045-718-4, pp 92, 

Five Children and It. Edith Nesbit.  ISBN- 978-3-99045-683-6, pp 80.
The Happy Prince and The Nightingale and the Rose. O. Wilde. ISBN – 978-3-99045-722-1, pp 84. 
Books in this series of graded reading materials for teenagers come at five levels – 3 KET levels (colour coded in red) and at two PET levels (colour coded in blue). The books are adaptations of well-loved classics, so obviously the stories are interesting and a good read. The learners first become familiar with the author and the story behind the book, and then they do some vocabulary activities in the pre-reading tasks. Also as they read the story they can see the new words marked with a dot (and explained at the bottom of the page). Readers can also listen to the whole story and do some activities available on an accompanying audio CD. As they read the story they can do some while reading mini tasks. Finally, there are some post-reading activities. The readers are pleasant to the eye thanks to good illustrations and careful page design; each book is illustrated in its own individual style.  This series of graded readers is  well-established and popular among language learners as additional reading and CLIL material. More free online activities are available from www.helbling-ezone.com                  
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Primary Learner’s Dictionary. 3d Edition. For Learners using English at school. Collins / COBUILD (2018). ISBN: 978-0-00-825319-6, pp 472+18. This dictionary is aimed at young learners aged roughly 7+ who are learning English as a foreign language at regular schools or in private language schools. It is also suitable for learners who follow CLIL programmes, i.e. programmes in which they learn in English content derived from other subjects. The dictionary contains around 8 000 entries including essential words, phrases, idioms and cross-curricular language; their meaning is illustrated by definitions, example sentences, and where possible in visual form, too. For example:
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baa /ba:/ verb (baas, baaing, baaed)
tomake the typical sound of a sheep: He
sat by the tent, listening to the lambs baaing.
/'berbi/ noun (babies)
avery young child: He bathed the baby and
puthertobed. © Mywifehas just had a baby.
babysit /'beibisit/ verb (babysits,
babysitting, babysat)
tolookafter a child while the child’s
parents are not at home: I promised to
babysit for Mrs Plunkett.
babysitter /beibisita/ noun
aperson who looks aftera child while the
child’s parents are not at home: It can be
difficulttofinda good babysitter.
bachelor /batfala/ noun
aman who has never married
[bzk/ adverb
7 in the direction that is behind you: She
stepped back from thedoor.
2 inor to the place where someone or
something was before: | went back to bed.
/1l bebackassoon as | can. O Put the meat
back in the freezer.
3 used when you are talking about
phoning or writing tosomeone after they
have phoned or written toyou: /1l callyou
backafter dinner.  IwrotetoAnna last week
but she hasn't written back yet.
backand forth inone direction and
then in the opposite direction: He paced
backand forth,
/bk/ noun
7 the part of your body from your neck to
your waist that is on the opposite side to
your chest: Her son was ying on his back.
— Look at picture on Pg
2 the side or part of something that is
furthest from the front: Shewasina room at
thebackof the shop. @ back adjective She
openedthebackdoor. © Ann satin the back seat
oftheir car,
back to front with the back where the
front should be: You're wearing your t-shirt

back tofront. © Hewears his cap back tofront.
say/do something behind someone’s
back tosay or dosomething when
someone is not there, so that they do not
Kknow what you have said or done: You
Shouldn'tcriticize her behind her back.

back 3 /bak/ verb (backs, backing, backed)

1 tomove a vehicle backwards: Hebacked
his car out of the driveway.

2 to support someone: We told them what we
wanted to do, and they agreed to back us;

back away to move away from someone
or something, often because you are
frightened: James stood up, but the girl backed
away.

back off tomove away from someone or
something, in order to avoid problems:
When she saw me she backed off,looking worried.
back out to decide not to do something
that you had agreed to do: They ve backed
outofthe project.

back something up

1 toshow evidence to suggest that
something is true: Hedidn't haveany proofto
backup hisstory.

2 to make a copy of a computer file so
that you can use it if the original file is
Lost: Make sureyou back up your files every day.

backbone /bzkbavn/ noun

the line of bones down the middle of your
back

background /'bekgravnd/ noun

1 the type of family you come from and
the type of education and experiences you
have had: He came from a very poor
background.

2 sounds, such as music, thatyou can
hear but that you are not listening to
with your full attention: | heard the sound of
musicin the background.

3 the part of a picture that is behind the
main things or people in it. Compare
with foreground: | looked at the manin the
background ofthe photograph.

29

backpack - baggage

backpack /bzkpzk/ noun
abag that you carry on your back

backstroke /'baekstrauk/ uncountable
noun
away of swimming on your back: Linda
swam backstroke and Isabelle swam
breaststroke.

backup /'bakap/ also back-up noun
1 uncountable extra help that you can get
if you need it: fyou need backup, just call me.
2 acopy of acomputer file that you can
use if the original file is lost or damaged:
Itis very important tomake backups of your data.

backward /'bekwad/ adjective
1 in the direction that is behind you:
Hewalked away without a backward glance.
2 without modern industries and
machines: backward nations

backwards /bekwadz/ adverb
1 towards the direction that is behind
‘you: He took two steps backwards
2 in the opposite way to the usual way:
Kate counted backwards from ten tozero.
backwards and forwards inone
direction and then in the opposite
direction over and over again:Jennifer
moved backwards and forwards in time with
the music.

backyard /bak'ja:d/ also back yard
noun (American)
the land at the back of a house: The house
has alarge backyard.

bacon /betken/ uncountablenoun
strips of salted or smoked meat that
comes from a pig: We had bacon and eggs
forbreakfast.

bacteria /bak'tiaria/ plural noun
very small living things that can make
people ll: There were high levels o dangerous
bacteriain the water.
» bacterial adjective Tuberculosisis
a bacterial disease.

(CET) /v=d/ adjective (worse, worst)

7 unpleasant or harmful: When the weather
was bad, | stayed indoors. © When Ross and judy
heard the bad news, they were very upset. © Too
much coffeeis bad for you.
2 ofavery low standard, quality or
amount: bad housing o The school's main
problem is that teachers' pay is so bad.
3 unable to do something well: He'sa
bad driver

4 painful or not working properly
because of illness or injury: Joe has a bad
back
5 rude or offensive:  don't like to hear bad
language in the street.
be bad at something/be bad at doing
something tobe unable to do something
well:I'm bad at football. O He's bad at making
decisions.
feel bad about something to feel sorry
or guilty about something:  feel bad that
he’s doing most of the work
go bad to become too old to eat: | think this
fish has gone bad.
notbad quite good (informal): ‘How areyou
feeling? —'Not bad."

badge /bads3/ noun
asmall piece of metal or plastic that you
wear on your clothes to show people who
you are: | showed him my police badge.

badger /'bedsa/ noun
awild animal, with
awhite head with
twowide black
stripes, that
lives beneath
the ground
and comes
out to feed at
night

badly /badli/ adverb (worse, worst)
1 inaway that is not successful or
effective: Iwas angry because  played so badly.
@ Thewhole project was badly managed.
2 seriously or severely: Thefire badly
damaged a church. & Onemanwaskilled and
anotherwas badlyinjured.
3 very much:Why doyou want togoso badly?

badminton /badminton/ uncountable
noun
agame played by two or four players in
which the players get points by hitting
asmall object (= a shuttlecock) across a
high net using aracket

CED) /v=g/ noun
acontainer made of paper, plastic or
leather, used for carrying things: Heatea
wholebag of sweets. 0 The old lady was carrying
aheavy shopping bag.

baggage /'begids/ uncountable noun
all the bags that you take with you when
you travel: He collected his baggage andleft
theairport.
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The dictionary also contains a full colour 16 page colour supplement on various subjects such as: school and study, science, geography, history and social studies, and technology. 
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Collins English Readers. Level 3 CEF B1. Collins (2017). The new titles include adaptations of Agatha Christie’s classics: Murder on the Orient Express.  ISBN – 978-0-00-824967-0, pp 90, Death on the Nile. ISBN – 978-0-00-824968-7, pp 90, The Witness for the Prosecution and other stories. ISBN- 978-0-00-824971-7, pp 88. Collins brings old time murder classics by the dame of murder mysteries to language learners at intermediate level. Each reader apart from the story itself contains notes on the characters, elements of relevant history and culture, and a glossary of more difficult words with definitions and examples. Additionally there are online resources for students and teachers at https://collins.co.uk/pages/elt-english-readers and free online audio of the story at https://collins.co.uk/pages/elt-elt-audio-resources
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The Routledge E-Modules on Contemporary Language Teaching. (2016) Routledge. In the series: Vocabulary in Language Teaching. J. Barcroft. ISBN – 978-1-138-50088-4, pp 36,
Interactive Tasks. M. J. Leeser and J. P. White. ISBN – 978-1-138-50085-3, pp 29, Technology in Language Learning. An Overview. B. Smith. ISBN- 978-1-138-31037-7, pp 30. This is a new and innovative series aimed at pre-service language teachers or very inexperienced in-service language teachers. The books are available in paper form but above all they are accessible in e-format (If you do not have an e-reader, you can read directly on your computer using Kindle for PC or Mac: 

https://www.amazon.com/gp/digital/fiona/kcp-landing-page?ie=UTF8&ref_=kcp_pc_mkt_lnd). The booklets have been written by specialists and experts in the given field who present the subject area in the form of an overview as well as the most recent updates and developments in the given field. Each module can stand on its own or can be part of a more comprehensive introductory course to language teaching; they can serve as introductory reading or back-up for self-study. The modules are accompanied by extensive bibliographies and reading lists. You can download a pre-view of one the books, at: 
https://s3-eu-west-1.amazonaws.com/s3-euw1-ap-pe-ws4-cws-documents.ri-prod/9781315679594/5-Interactive-Tasks-Leeser-and-White.pdf
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Successful Group Workis a complete course of 13 lessons to do before
you start group work. Or choose the activities that reflect the areas your
students need the most work in.

By motivating students to work in groups and teaching them key
teamwork skills, this book helps you avoid potential pitfalls of group
work.

Help students get the most out of working together with activities
that teach: the importance of teamwork, teamwork skills such as con-
flict resolution, self-reflection and evaluation and more.

Students and teachers alike will benefit from this thoughtful, compre-
hensive approach to . .. the number one employability skill.

-MARY McGEE, Professor at Mohawk College, Canada

Patrice Palmer has produced a wonderful course . . . It is a must for
any teacher and every resource room.

- CHRIS MARES, author of 50 Ways to Be a Better Teacher

Patrice Palmer has been an ESL teacher for 20 years.

She has taught in Hong Kong and her native Canada.

She has a Ba from York University, an M.ED from Brock

-l University, an Ma from the University of Toronto, and
o/ an oCELT. She now works as a teacherpreneur, writing
books, blogging on various ESL and EFL websites, and

developing online courses. She also regularly presents

=a both online and in person around the world.

ISBN 978-0-9977628-4-6 us$9.99
500909 09>
PUBLISHING H“HHH‘
9 '78 46

099777628





Successful Group Work. 13 Activities to Teach Teamwork Skills. P. Palmer. Alphabet Publishing. (2017). ISBN: 9780997762846, pp 56. This book is a comprehensive course of 13 activities / lessons which work best if they conducted before a given class starts group work. It will teach them about the benefits of teamwork, engage them in team building activities, enable them to practise teamwork skills and strategies, and, finally, help them reflect and evaluate.  Alternatively, if the teacher has diagnosed an area the learners need to work on, a number of activities will be of use. The author who is an experienced teacher, teacher trainer and author shares her expertise and observations to help us improve our own teaching. You can read more at: http://www.alphabetpublishingbooks.com/book/successful-group-work/
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Unchartered Territories. Adventures in Learning. H. Roberts and D. Kidd. Independent Thinking Press. (2018) ISBN 978-178135295-3, pp.152. When you pick up this book, you can immediately sense that it is different from what teachers usually read; it is the typeset it uses, the dust cover that unfolds into a map, the illustrations and the kind of paper it has been printed on. It creates the atmosphere of magic and mystery, perhaps evocative of role playing manuals or fantasy fiction. In fact the aim of the book is a bit magical as it aims to develop creativity and passion about learning, a mysterious and magical process many will agree. The main question the book asks first is how to step back from quantitative teaching and learning, rote learning and the overpowering significance of testing. Then it looks at what to replace it with so that the learners start thinking for themselves, learn to evaluate information, make informed choices, or apply their newly gained knowledge in practice. The authors offer innovative paths through what may seem a fantastical approach but, in fact, are very practical and concrete. The magical aura, it seems, aims to emphasise the uniqueness and mystery of the transformation. Each chapter which corresponds to a different learning environment or context is set in a different location such as a remote castle, a mountain, a graveyard; an intriguing concept in itself. These landmarks signpost the learning landscape such as the curriculum, lines if inquiry, context-based teaching, literacy and numeracy. At the end of the book the authors also provide a list of drama techniques, relevant books and poems which can aid the learning journey they propose. The ideas presented in the book are transferrable can be applied to various educational contexts and different age groups.                            
You can read more at: 
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Uncharted-Territories-Adventures-Hywel-Roberts/dp/178135295X
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Learning Power Approach. Teaching Learners to Teach Themselves.. Guy Clacton. Foreword by Carol. S. Dweck. Crown House Publishing (2018). ISBN 978-178583245-1, pp 228. The aim of the book is to help teachers help their learners improve their independence, determination, self-directedness and develop their passion for learning, which in turn help to shape their characters and improve their well-being. In the book the author shares the outcome of his fifteen years of experience in teaching: a set of principles to help learners in the process as well as practical strategies. The book also gives examples of LPA in action and how results of research into mind-sets, metacognition and collaborative learning can be taken on board in practice. The book is very thought provoking, encourages and entices the reader/ teacher to implement change, and gives confidence that positive change can be initiated. The chapters among others cover the following areas: the origins of the LPA, the aims of LPA, LPA in action, design principles, and misconceptions.  The book is  suitable for teachers and leaders in all educational settings, and as the blurb promises it “lays the groundwork for a series of books to follow that are specifically tailored to primary teaching, secondary teaching, and school leadership”.
Please check the Methodology & Language for Primary course at Pilgrims website.
Please check the Methodology & Language for Secondary course at Pilgrims website.
Please check the Creative Methodology for the Classroom course at Pilgrims website.
Please check the Practical uses of Mobile Technology in the English Classroom course at Pilgrims website.

Please check the Practical uses of Mobile Technology in the English Classroom course at Pilgrims website.

Please check the Teaching Advanced Students course at Pilgrims website.
Please check the Teaching English through NLP and Coaching course at Pilgrims website.

Please check the English Language course at Pilgrims website.

​​​​​​​​​Please check the  How to be a Teacher Trainer course at Pilgrims website.

